
Creating indicators of wealth status 
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Traditional Basic Decorative
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Defining the criteria for the Wealth Indicator Variable 
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 Wealth category  
Type of 
house 

1 2 3 4 5 Total 

1 6 1 2 0 0 9 
2 1 6 5 4 1 17 
3 2 4 11 8 2 27 
4 1 1 4 9 3 18 
TOTAL 10 12 22 23 6 71 
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Ownership of household assets 
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Asset type Wealth category 
 1 2 3 4 5 
TV 100 83 68 65 83 
Radio 80 58 54 39 16 
Fridge 100 83 68 30 33 
Mobile phones 80 16 9 4 0 
Motorbike 90 92 86 56 33 
Vehicle 50 0 0 0 0 
Boat 20 66 50 65 83 
Land  90 58 59 39 33 
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No. of 
appliances 

1 2 3 4 5 

0   1   
1  1  1  
2    6 1 
3  1 3 3 2 
4 1 1 7 7 1 
5 2 3 4 3 1 
6 1 4 5 1 1 
7 4 1 2 1  
8 1 1    
9 1   1  
Range 4-9 1-8 0-7 1-7 2-6 
Total 10 12 22 23 6 
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Wealth and livelihood activities 
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Activity Wealth category 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Rubber 

plantation 

50 16 9 0 0 

Coconut 

plantation 

40 50 37.5 17 0 

Shrimp culture 40 16 4 9 0 

Rice culture 50 25 40 13 0 

Small scale 

fishery 

40 58 68 87 83 

Labourer 10 41 40 22 16 

Trading 40 16 9 17 33 
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Generating the Wealth Indicator Variable 
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Possible asset 
combinations 

Asset 
Score 

Distribution and number of households according to type of 
house and asset score 

  Type 1 
(decorative, on land) 

Type 2 
(basic or 
traditional, on 
land)) 

Type 3 
(traditional, 
over water) 

 
Motorbike only 
Land only 
Motorbike + land or 
Fridge only 
Fridge + Motorbike or 
Mobile phone only 
Mobile + motorbike or  
Fridge + land or 
Vehicle only 

0 
5 
10 
15 
 
20 
 
25 

1 
 
 
2 
4 
2 

26 
15 
15 
20 
34 
9 

4 
4 
2 
5 
2 
1 

Mobile +land or 
Vehicle + motorbike or 
Fridge + land + motorbike 
or Rubber plantation only 
At least  one major asset 

30 
 
 
 
40 
45 

4 
1 

20 
4 
8 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All assets 

50 
55 
60 
65 
75 
80 
85 
105 

2 
 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
2 

4 
4 
4 
4 
1 
 
2 
4 

1 
1 
1 
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Wealth class House type Attribute score 
1 1 More than 45 
2 2 More than 45 
 3 More than 80 
3 1 Less than 45 
 2 30-45 
 3 More than 45 
4 2 Less than 30 
5 3 Less than 30 

.

����������
������)����������
�������
������������������������	�������������
�������
	
�
����������
��

��������
����������������
����������
��

���������)������������
��.��������
����������&-.����
������)
�

�����������������
��

���������������2��
�������������3�����
��
������������������������1A+������
�
��.�

�	������"0+������
�
����������������������������������

�


